
UP! 
The Word on W.O.R.D 

and tutors. 

The McKinney 
Homeless Education 
Assistance Program 
includes a tutoring 
component to support 
children academically 
that have experienced 
repeated transitions 
during their school year. 
Students who 
experience 

homelessness are 6-12 
months behind their peers, 
instability and 
inconsistency greatly 
inhibit a child’s academic 
success.   

75% of homeless children 
perform below grade level 
in reading and spelling, 
while 50% perform below 
grade level in math. The 
relationship built between 
tutor and student goes  

Photo above: Students in the 
McKinney Program enjoy a 
fun, afterschool celebratory 
event held at the Missoula 
Currents pool. 

Continued on page 7 

Rosalee and current 
Missoula school—all 
contributed to Lily’s 
frequent disruption in 
schooling and 
disenfranchisement. 
Tutored twice weekly with  
a caring, dedicated 
volunteer and esteem-
building interaction with 
Lead McKinney Teacher 
Joshua Lisbon changed 
Lily’s attitude, raised her 
confidence and raised  
her grades. 

Lily’s story is not an 
isolated story, nor are the 
positive reviews our 
program hears repeatedly 
from students, teachers, 

the artists. 

“Missoula artists are 
asked to donate art to 
many worthy non-profit 
organizations, year after 
year,” says Leslie Van 
Stavern Millar, Artist and 
Community Activist, 
“even though the art 
community is one of the 
professions most 
immediately and severely 
impacted by an economic 
downturn.” 

“WORD has made a 
groundbreaking effort to 
ensure that donating 
artists get recognition 
and an opportunity to 
benefit financially in 
return for their 
generosity.” continues 
Millar. “Hats off to 
WORD for building a 
reciprocal community of 
support!”   

See page 8 for additional 
information on this event 

When Program Director 
Kristi Gough asked 
Rosalee* if she felt her 
granddaughter benefited 
from the McKinney 
Tutoring Program at a 
recent afterschool event 
at the Missoula Currents 
pool, Rosalee’s eyes lit 
up with unrestrained 
enthusiasm and pride: 
“My granddaughter was 
failing school when she 
was referred to the 
McKinney Tutoring 
Program. She is now on 
the honor roll!” 

Rosalee’s granddaughter 
Lily* had come to live with 
her after numerous moves, 
among them seven 
schools over the past year.  
Many moves from one 
state to another; her 
parents splitting up; living 
with her mom until removal 
from the home by Family 
Services due to substance 
abuse issues; subsequent 
placement with her father; 
another removal by DFS; 
then to her current 
placement with Grandma 

SUCCESS: The McKinney Tutoring Program for Homeless Children 

SUCCESS: McKinney Tutoring  1,7 
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Local artists donated  
over $11,500 in great art  
to support WORD’s 
fundraiser, raising a record 
$13.5K. 

 To honor and give back to 
the artists, WORD and 
Ten Spoon Winery will 
host the Inaugural Thank 
You Art, Wine and Music 
Fest on Wednesday 
evening on July 8, at the 
Ten Spoon Winery. 100% 
of art sales will go back to 

WORD & Ten Spoon Winery to Thank Donating Artists on July 8!  



Greetings! As I review the articles within this newsletter, I am once 
again struck by the vast amount of talent and enthusiasm that our 
staff and this community bring to our work here at WORD. And I am 
so grateful for all of you who have supported us over the years in so 
many ways.   
 

Earlier this year, in celebration of International Women’s Day, I 
participated in a march down Higgins Avenue. As we marched 
along, we occasionally stopped and someone would jump up onto a 
soap box and recite a biographical speech of an important woman in the first wave of the 
women’s movement. We learned about Jane Addams, Molly Dewson, Alice Hamilton, 
Florence Kelly, Alice Paul and our own Jeannette Rankin. These women fought for the right 
to vote. But they were not just interested in voting, their real reason for demanding the vote, 
was to have a voice in politics. Their vision was for a better society. They worked on issues 
such as the minimum wage, education, occupational health, peace, child labor laws and 
environmental issues. They worked not merely to improve the lives of women, but to 
improve society as a whole.   
 

Throughout history, women have been the champions of social justice. In honor of 
Women’s History Month in March, WORD held our annual Many Faces of Women dinner 
and fundraiser. Over 200 guests came together to reconnect, bid on incredible art and fun 
desserts and dance! We celebrated WORD’s work for the past two decades of advocating 
for women and their families. Many of you have been a part of WORD many of those years 
and know our story. WORD began in 1986, by a group of activist women who took to the 
streets on behalf of women on welfare. Since then, we have grown and transformed to 
become who we are today. 
 

Each of WORD’s programs evolved out of a recognized need in the current conditions of 
our times. When the housing crisis of the eighties came along, HomeWORD was 
developed to create safe, healthy affordable housing using sustainable methods and 
promoting strong communities through housing counseling and education. Having now 
spun-off, it is one of many sister organizations, such as Montana Women Vote, the YWCA, 
United Way and many more that we work with to provide a breadth of services in Missoula, 
and a majority of these are headed by women.  
 

This year marks the 20th anniversary of WORD’s Futures Program, as well as the 15th 
anniversary of our Family BASICS and Family Resource Centers! 
 

Through all these programs, WORD is reaching out to those in our community most at risk, 
and most in need of advocacy. Working with people, focusing on their strengths, and 
helping them build life skills. 
 

WORD continues to be a community-based, innovative, and entrepreneurial organization, 
responding to the needs and hopes of the current political and social climate. 
 

I am excited to think about where we are heading for the future. As we look ahead, there 
continue to be many new avenues for us to take, and I am counting on this community’s 
continued support, and our staff’s dedication and passion for this work. These past 9 
months have been such an incredible experience for me. The learning curve has been a bit 
steep, but I am constantly energized by the supportive atmosphere and in the visioning of 
where we might go next! 
 

We welcome your input and ideas. I hope that each of you will partner with us to grow and 
develop new ways of connecting with our community and making a difference in the lives of 
our citizens – of all ages. In that great tradition of women working for social justice, we are 
excited by new possibilities to improve our corner of the world for the next generation. 

Thank you all so very much,   

A WORD (or More) from Bonnie Buckingham, Executive Director 
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Spotlight:  Luanne 
Kicking Woman Earns 
Racial Justice Award 

 

A Family Advocate and 
Housing Counselor with 
WORD’s Family BASICS 

Program, Luanne Kicking 
Woman recently received 
YWCA’s Salute to Women 
2009 Racial Justice Award  
on May 14, 2009. 
 

“Luanne is a powerful role 
model,” states Family BASICS 
Director Kristi Gough. “She 
believes education is the route 
out of poverty. All that Luanne 
does professionally and as  
a mother, grandmother and 
foster parent underscores  
the importance of parental 
engagement in the education 
process.” 
 

An enrolled member of the 
Assiniboine, Luanne works 
primarily with American Indian 
families to connect them to 
resources that strengthen their 
involvement in schools. 
 

To that end, Luanne brings  
a wealth of experience, as  
a founding member of the 
initiative for the Missoula 
Healthy Indian Families 
Consortium, a former chair  
of the Missoula Indian Center’s 
Board of Directors and a key 
organizer of community 
powwows, youth conferences 
and student/ parent forums. 
 

From all of us at WORD,  

CONGRATULATIONS, 
LUANNE! 



In support of its mission, WORD provides help, education and training to empower 
women and their families to move from a place of need to a place of independence, 
participation and choice through five over-arching programs: 

Family BASICS 

Family advocacy program offering housing counseling and parenting education with 
goals of strengthening families and preventing homelessness to support children’s 
education; services include McKinney Homeless Education Assistance. 

Family Resource Centers (FRC) 

FRC offers information on parenting and 
education, support groups, literacy 
development, activities, workshops, 
crafts, lending library, resources and 
referrals also available. 

Futures 

Addresses educational, vocational and parenting needs of pregnant and/or parenting 
youth in Missoula County. Young Family Resource Center provides drop-in support, 
parent education, career counseling, skill building workshops and family fun events, 
including many support services for young fathers. 

Mentors in Violence Prevention (MVP) 

Provides gender awareness and violence prevention training for high school and 
middle school students, youth groups, teachers, coaches and community-based youth 
workers. 

Montana Parent Information and Resource Center (MT PIRC) 

MT PIRC is a statewide technical assistance and training resource provider in the 
areas of early learning, school readiness, parent leadership, family/school/community 
partnerships and No Child Left Behind. See page 8 about MT PIRC’s Second Annual 
Families and Learning Conference in Missoula, MT. 

Local Artists & Businesses Help Raise $13,500 for WORD  
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MISSION 
WORD creates 
opportunities, programs  
and policies that inspire  
and support women’s 
development, leadership  
and choice for the benefit  
of our entire community. 

VISION 
WORD is a feminist 
organization. We envision  
a socially just world where 
each person is valued and 
all are empowered to fulfill 
their potential. For us, 
Feminism is the conscious, 
collective development of  
the socio-economic, cultural 
and political conditions  
that ensure equality, 
independence and full 
participation for all women. 
We believe that these 
conditions are indispensable 
to the health and 
sustainability of families, 
communities and society  
as a whole. 

Program Directors 
 

• Kristi Gough, Family 
BASICS and Montana 
PIRC 

 

• Jeanne Moon, Family 
Resource Centers 

 

• Naomi Thornton, 
Futures and Mentors in 
Violence Prevention 

Administrative Directors 

406.543.3550 
 

• Bonnie Buckingham 
       Executive Director  
 

• Randy Chaney 
       Fiscal Director 
 

• Maria Ibarbia 
       Development Director 

The Programs of  WORD 

220 guests attended 
WORD’s Many Faces of 
Women Gala on March 7.  
The fundraiser, held at  
the Double Tree Hotel, 
raised a record-setting 
$13,500 for WORD.  
 

“Missoula’s artists, 
businesses, sister agencies 
and individuals,” said Diana 
Garrett, WORD Board 
Chairperson, “came out in 
force to support WORD. 
We’re grateful for their 
generosity!” 
 

Many thanks to these 
businesses and individuals 
for ensuring the success of 
our fundraiser! 

Linn*Jill Logan*Beth McClure 
of Chakra*Shari Montana 

*Mary Beth Percival of Monte 
Dolack Gallery*Cheryl Tande 

*Leslie Van Stavern 
Millar*Janet Whaley 
*Victoria Zalatoris 

*Barbara Riley*Bathing 
Beauties*Betty’s Divine*Biga 

Pizza*Big Sky Brewing 
Company*The Bridge 

*Doc’s Sandwich Shop 
*El Diablo*Fact and 

Fiction*Guerrilla Fitness 
*Go Fetch!*Hide and 

Sole*Kettlehouse Brewing 
Company*L.A. Design 

*Laurel Creek 
*Liquid Planet*Lori Dehart 
*Maria Ibarbia*Mariposa 
Studio*Michael Jarnevic 
*Meadowsweet Herbs 
Continued on page 5 

Signature Artist Kendahl Jan 
Jubb of Murphy-Jubb 

Gallery*Barry Dutton & Sue 
Molaris*The Good Food 
Store*Bill & Jan Zanoni 

*First Security Bank 
*Western States Benefit 

Planning*Blue Cross/Blue 
Shield*Ten Spoon 

Winery*Marilyn Bacon of 
Dragonfly Stitches*Jennifer 
Bardsley*Deborah Blaney 

*Andrea Brew*Nancy 
Bugbee*Patty Corbett  
of The Art Hang Up 

*Pat Cross-Chamberlin 
*Myra Ducharme*Martha 

Elizabeth*Mo Gary*Bev Beck 
Glueckert*Cheri Govertsen 
Greer*Billie Kelly*DeAndria 

Gutzmer*Judith Hartz  
of the Whooping Crones 
Gallery*Emily Jenne*Lois 

 

Top L:  FRC’s Allison Kinney; 
Jeanne Moon, Program Director; 
Brook Clark; and Laura Pickett 



 

 
 Men of  WORD 
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Men on Women’s 
Rights 

We are free to say that  
in respect to political 

rights, we hold women  
to be justly entitled to  
all we claim for men. 

 

Frederick Douglass, 1848 

♀ 

The future woman must 
have a life work and 

economic independence.  
She must have the right 

of motherhood at her  
own discretion. 

 

W.E.B. Du Bois, 1920 

Ever wonder what’s it  
like to be male and work  
in an agency that is 
overwhelmingly female  
and unabashedly feminist? 
 

Ron Liszak, Project 
Coordinator of Futures’ 
Mentors in Violence 
Prevention, Joshua 
Lisbon, Family BASICS’ 
Lead McKinney Teacher, 
Warren Michelson, 
Futures’ Young Father 
Advocate, and Randy 
Chaney, Fiscal Director, 
share their thoughts about 
working at WORD. 
 

What’s it like working in a 
feminist organization? 

Ron: Fantastic. I’ve never 
worked for an organization 
that was truly ‘employee 
centered.’ There is genuine 
caring at WORD for 
everyone working here.  
Joshua: I find WORD to be 
a very supportive and 
encouraging place to work.   
Warren: Awesome—
because so many ... 
passionate individuals work 
here. Challenging—because 
we are so stretched by 
limited funds and a world  
of crushing inequities.   
Randy: [Feminism] is  
totally in line with my  
belief system. 
 

Do you have an anecdote 
to share that would 
illustrate your response  
to the previous question? 
 

Joshua: WORD believes if 
you are passionate about 
what you are doing, you will 
do good work. It pays to 
encourage people to follow 
those passions. This 
approach to management 
fosters growth in individuals 
and in the services WORD 
can offer to the community.  
Warren: I met with a 

twenty-year old father who 
got out of prison [recently]. 
Everyone here 
met him with 
warmth and 
openness—I 
love that about 
WORD!  

Randy: A 
significant 
portion of my 
support system 
has always 
been women. I 
have always 
recognized their value and 
the discrimination against 
them. 
 

Have there been challenges 
in transitioning to WORD? 

Ron: My main challenge was 
getting used to ‘staffing’ 
(talking about clients) as an 
important part of work. 
Joshua: It was a good fit for 
me right from the start. 
Warren: Working in any 
structured environment was 
going to be a challenge.  
However, our team approach 
and open-door mentoring 
style gives employees the 
space and confidence to 
develop—and makes the 
often gritty work we do every 
day less overwhelming. 
Randy: No more than any 
job! 
 

What advice would you 
give to men contemplating 
a career with a women-
centered organization? 
 

Ron: Realize the power 
structure is different (usually 
kinder). Joshua: It’s a 
wonderful work environment, 
but you do need to believe in 
real equality—the old boy’s 
club mentality has no place 
here. I worked under that old 
yoke in Pennsylvania. It’s a 
poor management model.  
Warren: Keep a sense of 
humor. Be yourself. Be willing 
to consider the privileges you 

may receive simply because 
you are male. Also, resist the 

tendency to make everything 
about gender. Don’t fall into 
the trap of having to defend 
the whole of men and things 
masculine. Be willing to learn 
another perspective. And then 
another. Randy: Look beyond 
gender. See each other as 
individuals. 
 

What advice would you give 
to women who are in the 
majority in an agency about 
working with men? 

Ron: Judge men on who they 
are and what they do, not on 
their gender. Better yet, treat 
everybody fairly regardless of 
who they are. Joshua: Men 
do view things from a very 
different perspective 
sometimes. It is this difference 
that can provide balance and 
foster good dialog so long as it 
is as respected and valued as 
the majority female voice. 
Warren: Challenge your own 
biases about men. Consider 
the value of having access to 
a male perspective and ally in 
our work to end gender 
oppression. Randy: Look 
beyond gender to the 
individual! 
 

Photo above, l to r: Campbell, 
IT Administrator; Chaney, 
Fiscal Director; Brewster, 
McKinney Program Staff 
Member; Michelson, Young 
Father Advocate; Liszak, MVP 
Coordinator; & Lisbon, Lead 
McKinney Teacher 

Women’s Opportunity & Resource Development, Inc. 

Did You Know? 

WORD is the fiscal agent 
for Montana Women  
Vote (MWV) and Missoula 
County Community  
Food and Agriculture 
Coalition (CFAC). 

MWV works to educate 
and mobilize low-income 
women and their  
allies to participate  
in the democratic  
process. Contact: 
info@montanawomenvote.
org or 543.3550. 

Missoula CFAC has a 
diverse membership that 
represents many facets  
& perspectives of the 
Missoula County food 
system & aims to develop 
the local food system  
by increasing access to 
fresh, affordable local  
food; expanding markets 
for local foods; helping 
beginning farmers access 
agricultural land; and 
ensuring community food 
security by protecting farm 
and ranchlands. Contact: 
pfhubbard@gmail.com. 



eat up resources and 
[teens] are juvenile 
delinquents,” Jeanne Moon, 
Program Director of 
WORD’s Family Resource 
Centers, then explained why 
opportunities for meaningful 
conversation are so 
important: “Conversation 
Cafés can dispel 
misperceptions and 
strengthen a community.  
They connect people and 
grow citizenship.” 
 

Since 1993, WORD has 
partnered with over 30 
agencies and schools to 
help establish Family 
Resource Centers, which 
bring families, schools and 
community members 
together to create strong 
learning environments. 
 

“School is a common 
denominator in 
communities,” says Moon. “I 
envision school doors that 
are open seven days a 
week to all ages, and all 
ages are learning and 
creating positive 
environments to come 
together in.” 

Visit www.wordinc.org/frc.  

Excerpted with permission  
from “Can We Have a WORD?” 
by Gretchen L. Langton of 
the Bitterroot Star.  
January 28, 2009. 

A Conversation Café 
sponsored by WORD took 
place on Martin Luther 
King Day and was 
thematically driven by his 
“I have a Dream” speech. 
The event brought senior 
citizens and middle school 
students together for 
some lively and 
meaningful conversation. 
Each of the nine tables 
with six conversationalists 
were facilitated by a 
member of WORD’s 
Literacy Support Corps. 
Farmers State Bank 
sponsored the lunch that 
was served as the 
Conversation Café began. 
 

What are your dreams for 
your life, community and 
country? How do you heal 
grudges or disputes?  
How do you seek justice 
or fight for what is right or 
important to you? 
 

Each person took a turn 
responding to the 
‘conversation starter’ 
without interruption in the 
first round. In the second, 
each person returned to 
the same question after 
mulling over other 
responses at the table. In 
round three, the question 
was open to general 
discussion.  

Eighth grader Randall 
Craft recognizes 
democracy and freedom 
are dependent upon 
education for their 
foundations. By round 
three, this table had 
winnowed Randall’s initial 
response to the need for a 
college in the Bitterroot. 
Teen Desiree Charlton 
states, “A college in the 
valley would help people 
who want to go to school 
but can’t afford to drive to 
Missoula.” 
 

As teens offered their 
thoughts, older 
participants offered 
encouragement, reality 
checks and the 
perspective of their age 
differences. 
 

At another table, an older 
gentleman explained  
bullies don’t only exist in 
school and learning to 
cope with bullies early will 
help kids throughout their 
lives. Another gentleman 
lamented he doesn’t often 
interact with adolescents. 
This lack of contact 
fosters stereotypes and 
disrespect. 
 

Voicing the common 
stereotypes of these two 
demographics, “Seniors 

*Old Coffee Mill Bakery 
*Riversong Gourmet Organic 

Catering*Rockin’ Two D 
Ranch*Super One Food 

*Amy Veltkamp 
*Bernice’s Bakery*Bonnie 
Buckingham*The Depot 
*The Keep*Kristi Gough 

*Pearl’s Café*Posh Chocolat 
*Ranch Club*Two Sisters 

Catering*Ram Murphy 
*The Pleasure Kings 
*Gateway Printing 

*Missoula Community  
Co-op*Miss Zula’s*Montana 

Art and Framing 
*Naomi Thornton*Red Bird 
Restaurant and Wine Bar 
*Red Rooster Kitchen and 
Bath*Scotty’s Table*Skin 
Chic*Splash Kitchen and 

Bath*Sue Molaris of SuMo 
Knits*Tangles*Tsunami 

*Walking Stick Toys 
*Allison Kinney*Caryn 
Schwarze*Glen’s Café 

Local Artists & Businesses Raise $13,500, continued 

Enthusiastic Reception for WORD’s Conversation Cafes 
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WORD’s Peer Education 
Panel to Present to 

Adolescent Sexuality 
Conference 

The Futures Peer Education 
Panel (PEP) was selected to 
present at the Adolescent 
Sexuality Conference in 
Seaside, Oregon, April 6-7, 
2009. The conference drew 
health care providers, 
teachers, social service 
providers, sexuality educators 
and professionals from across 
the country. 

Futures took two staff and two 
young mothers (PEP 
participants) to the conference. 
It was the first time either had 
flown on an airplane or seen 
the ocean. It was an excellent 
opportunity for young parents 
involved in prevention efforts to 
meet other young parents 
doing similar work, learn more 
about sexuality, share their 
experiences and return with 
new ideas to improve 
prevention efforts in Missoula. 
25 conference participants 
attended PEP’s workshops. 

One PEP workshop participant 
commented, “Thank you for 
sharing your personal stories .  
You inspired many of us to 
explore other ways to reach 
out to teens about teen 
pregnancy—thanks again!” 

Comprised of young mothers 
and fathers, PEP presents to 
schools and organizations, 
providing factual, relevant 
information about the realities 
and responsibilities of 
parenting to Missoula Youth. 

Special thanks to 
MAPPPS  
for providing a $1,200 
fund match to sponsor 
PEP’s trip  
to Seaside, Oregon. 
 

L to R: PEP presenters 
Sarah Stoner, Destiny 
DeRoche & Coordinator 
Krista Nelson enjoy time on 
the beach in Oregon. 



her fiscal responsibilities 
on the Board. 
 

Jessica Weltman is the 
new Board Vice 
Chairperson. 

L to R:  Stanton (Board), 
Weltman (Board), Liszak, 
Thornton, Wallace (Board), 
Buckingham, Moon and Garrett 
(Board). 
 

Congratulations to Board 
Chairperson Diana Garrett 
and husband Greg Howard 
on the birth of their baby 
boy, Gannon Benjamin, 
born on February 16. 
 

WORD sends outgoing 
Board Secretary Sue 
Molaris its best wishes 
and heartfelt thanks. Sue 
was a fearless, outstanding 
leader on the Board and 
the Development/Many 
Faces Committee. The 
sight of her diminutive 
figure, tipped precariously 
to one side as she hauled 
two oversized satchels 
bulging with board 

minutes, will be missed.   
 

Incoming Board member 
Lisa Blank will take over 
the role of Board Secretary 
for 2009. 
 

Many, many 
thanks also to 
former Board Vice 
President Heidi 
Wallace, who 
stepped down in 
January, 2009,  
after 5 years of dedicated 
service to pursue other 
interests. Like Sue, Heidi 
had been actively involved 
in organizing WORD 
fundraisers in addition to 

background in Child 
Welfare and experience in 
medical social work. Her 
areas of special interest 
include child abuse and 
neglect, foster care and 
adoption and social 
welfare policy.  Kerrie 
serves on several state 
and local boards and 
committees regarding 
children’s issues. 

Lisa Blank is a mother  
of two and a UM associate 
professor of education. 
Lisa was instrumental in 
designing the structure  
for much of the online 
curriculum for the 
graduate course called 
“Indian Education 
Leadership Training.”  
A primary goal of the 
course is to encourage 
educators across  
Montana to establish 
collaborative relationships 
while they build and 
conduct curricula.  
Lisa has also received 
UM’s “Inspirational 
Teacher” award. 

WORD welcomes four 
accomplished community 
members to its Board of 
Directors who offer a 
wealth of community 
building experience to 
WORD. 
 

Charlotte “Char” Beatty 
is a Judicial Staff 
Attorney. She has 
volunteered at the 
Partnership Health 
Center, where she helped 
organize a mobile 
mammogram van from 
Spokane to attend the 
annual Arlee Powwow.  
As a volunteer for the 
Montana Legal Services, 
Charlotte focused on 
family law cases involving 
victims of domestic 
violence. Among her 
many awards, Char was 
recently selected as the 
recipient of the YWCA 
Missoula’s Economic 
Empowerment of  
Women Award. 

Vicki Howard 
Rectenwald’s life is 

intricately woven with 
WORD. In 2000, when 
she struggled to find a 
living wage job, she 
enrolled in a  surveying 
course through WORD’s 
Gearing Up program and 
landed a job with a 
building contractor. When 
she chose to enter 
college, Family BASICS 
helped her family make 
the transition. Then, when 
she decided to take time 
to redefine her life goals, 
she served in the Literacy 
Support Corps. “I’m 
honored,” Vicki states, “to 
have a role in shaping the 
direction of an agency that 
played a vital role in my 
life.” Vicki works for the 
UM Bookstore while she 
completes her degree in 
Fine Arts. 

An adjunct assistant 
professor in UM School  
of Social Work’s Montana 
Child Welfare Training 
Partnership, Kerrie 
Ghenie brings to  
WORD a strong 

New Members Join WORD Board 

WORD Board Updates 
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L to R:  Board members Beatty, 
Rectenwald, Buckingham (ED), 
Garrett with Gannon, Blank & 
Molaris. 

YOU’RE NOT ALONE. 

Help is within reach. 
 

Pick up a free copy for 
yourself, a friend or a 
relative in need of the 

Missoula BASIC 
Resources,  a list of local 

agencies and organizations 
that assist those in need. 

The guide can be  found at 
WORD and many locations 

in Missoula and the 
Bitterroot Valley. It is also 

available online at 
www.wordinc.org.  

 

This publication is created  
& distributed by WORD’s 
Family BASICS Program. 

 

Word Missoula is on 
Facebook!  Check it out 
and then join as a friend 

and supporter!   
 

RSVP online to attend 
WORD and Ten Spoon 

Winery’s Thank You Art, 
Wine and Music Fest! 

WORD is honored to be  

a member-agency of 

 



Allison Kinney attended 
the “Entrain the Trainer” 
workshops in Helena with 
Dan McMannis and looks 
to bring the MT PIRC 
parent leadership training 
“Parenting from the Heart” 
to the Bitterroot. 
 

Warren Michelson will co-
facilitate prejudice 
reduction and 
inclusiveness trainings  
with Missoula County 
Detention Center staff for 
NCBI.   
 

Luanne Kicking Woman 
is a grandma again! Kreah 
and Francis III join 3 year 
old Tailee. Congrats! 
 

Erin Klahn has been 
mentoring a senior from 
Big Sky High, helping her 
with her community-based 
research project and 
fieldwork on poverty in 
Missoula and Peru. 
 

Jacqui Neri, Accounting 
Assistant, attended the 
Sage Summit in Denver, 
CO and successfully 
completed the accounting 
and software training! 

Fond farewell to 
Futures’ Krista 
Nelson, former Peer 
Education Panel 
Coordinator and 
Flannery Coats, 
Americorps Vista 
(Right, with diaper and 
condom). Krista will 
attend law school at 
Seattle University, and 
Flannery now co-owns the 
Polebridge Mercantile near 
Glacier National Park. 
 

The Summer Arts and 
Leadership Camp (SALC) 
video will be on our website 
for viewers to learn about 
Family BASIC’s McKinney 
Education Program for 
homeless and at-risk youth.  
Thanks to Kristi Gough, 
Joshua Lisbon, 2008 
camp staff, students and 
videographer Emily 
Crawford for their 
contributions! 
 

Brandi Henry, Luanne 
Kicking Woman, Tami 
Adams and Claire Hibbs-
Cheff  presented “Your 
Rights, Your Child’s Future” 
at the Montana Indian 
Education Association 

Conference in Helena. 
 

Laura Pickett and 
Americorps members gave 
two-hour school readiness 
presentations at WORD 
aimed at parents of 
kindergarten children. 
 

Krista Nelson was 
interviewed on NPR’s “In 
Other Words” about the 
Adolescent Sexuality 
Conference in Seaside, OR, 
where Peer Education 
Panel members Destiny 
DeRoche and Sarah 
Stoner were presenters.   
 

Jeanne Moon, Randy 
Chaney and Brook Clark 
attended financial training 
on OMB circulars and 
provisions guiding 
AmeriCorps programs. 

children and improves their 
academic achievement and 
social skills. Volunteer tutors 
like Carol Bellin, Adrienne 
Hopkins and Pat Bandimer  
all recommend the program 
because, as Adrienne 
emphatically states, “I know 
from my own experience 
tutoring that this program is 
great!”  

Contact Kimberly Apryle, 
Volunteer Coordinator, at 
543-3550, ext 227. 

*Names are changed to 
protect participants’ privacy. 

beyond 
academics, 
mentoring 
students plants 
the seeds for 
educational 
success, the key to breaking 
the cycle of poverty.  
Relationship is the 
foundation for emotional 
well being. 

WORD recruited, screened, 
trained and supported 
72 volunteer tutors, placing 
63 of these volunteers with 
children. 

Volunteer tutors report they 
benefit every bit as much 
from the relationship and 
mentoring as the children!   

This year, the program 
tutored 130 children in 
kindergarten – 8th grade  
at many elementary and 
middle schools in Missoula. 
The one-on-one tutoring 
builds confidence for the 

SUCCESS: The McKinney Tutoring Program, continued 

Staff  on the Move for WORD and Community 

Volume 2, Issue 2, Spring/Summer 2009 Page 7 

Update on Community 
Needs Assessment 

 

After documenting the voices 
of 185 women, WORD has 
completed the Community 
Needs Assessment. 
 

Through interviews, surveys 
and focus group sessions, 
women of all ages and 
backgrounds shared their 
thoughts on issues that  
shape the lives of women in 
Missoula County. 
 

The assessment took place  
in the midst of a presidential 
election and the economic 
crisis. 
 

“While many who participated 
remained positive, the current 
economic and political climate 
has taken its toll on women” 
Erin Klahn, Research 
Coordinator/Americorps Vista, 
states. 
 

Women were asked questions 
on a range of topics including 
employment, housing, case 
management and health. 
Women recognized that 
Missoula has many services, 
Yet, need still outweighs 
capacity. 
 

“We are stretched beyond  
our limits.” says Bonnie 
Buckingham. “This trend is 
true of affordable housing and 
health options, social services, 
availability of living-wage jobs 
and affordable childcare.” 
 

With information collected and 
sorted, WORD will identify 
recommendations and policies 
to address the concerns 
expressed by participants. 
 

Many thanks to the women 
who shared their personal 
experiences and to Erin Klahn 
for spearheading the CNA. 

To learn more about the CNA 
results, please go to 
www.wordinc.org . 

“My granddaughter was failing 
school when she was referred to 
the McKinney Tutoring Program.  
She is now on the honor roll!” 



Thank You Art, Wine & 
Music Fest 

July 8, 2009 

Ten Spoon Winery 
 

100% of all art sales go 
back to the donating 

artists of WORD’s Many 
Faces of Women 
Fundraising Gala. 

5:00-9:00 pm 
4175 Rattlesnake Drive 

Missoula, MT59802 
www.tenspoonwinery.com 

 

Open to the Public;  
Free Admission 

 

Call 406.543.3550, ext. 253 
or mibarbia@wordinc.org. 

Second Annual 

MT PIRC’s Families and Learning Conference: 

Strengthening Communities in Challenging Times 

August 13-14, 2009 

Hilton Garden Inn, Missoula 

Sessions to focus on School-Family-Community 
Partnerships; Early Learning and School Readiness; 

Parent Leadership; and Economics of Education. 
 

Keynote Speakers will be Howard Rainer of Native 
American Educational Outreach Programs from 

Brigham Young University; Bliss Browne of Imagine 
Chicago; & Margaret Wheatley, Co-founder  

and President Emerita of The Berkana Institute,  
a global charitable foundation.   

 

Conference registration fee is $150 before  
July 1 ($195 after July 1). 

Includes breakfast & lunch both days.   

Register at www.montanapirc.org  

Join WORD!  Upcoming Campaigns and Events 

2525 Palmer Street, Suite 1 
Missoula, MT  59808 

Phone: 406.543.3550 
Fax: 406.721.4584 

E-mail: info@wordinc.org 
www.wordinc.org 

WORD Office Hours 

Monday through Friday, ex-
cept national holidays 

9 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
 

Getting to WORD  

Take Route 2.  

Ask bus driver to drop you off 
at WORD and/or pull bell cord 

1/2-1 block from WORD on 
Palmer Street. 

406.721.3333 

Inspiring and supporting women’s development, leadership and choice. 

 

101st Use for  Diapers 
 

Futures’ Krista Nelson and Flannery 
Coats model funky Missoulian water-
proof hats, perfect in a pinch for 
Montana’s fickle weather. 
 

Help young families by donating 
much needed diapers, baby formula 
and baby wipes. 
 

Call 406.543.3550! 

WORD Classes for Tots  
 

Toddlers, Babies and 
Books—Oh My! 

Songs, body movement 
games, a story, more!  
Kids 1 month-3 years  

& their parent/caregiver. 
 

11:00-12:00 pm 

1st & 3rd Thurs. at WORD 

Book Some Time with Me 

For kids 3-5 years & 
parents; games & activities 
for literacy development. 

 

11:00-12:00 pm 

2nd & 4th Thurs. at WORD 
 

Call Laura at 543.3550 
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